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AVIATION FACILITIES

Massive Worldport Expansion 
Underway in Louisville
Hunt builds upon existing relationship with United Parcel Service

Work is underway on the 1.2 million-square-foot 
expansion to the existing United Parcel Service Worldport 
Parcel Distribution Facility, consisting of the North Core, 
Wing D and Wing E. 

The UPS Worldport is one of the most technologically 
advanced air package sorting hubs in the world and will 
encompass over 5 million square feet once complete. The 
current expansion will allow for an addition of 26 plane 
positions. Contained within the facility are conveyors 
designed by VanDerLande Industries based out of the 
Netherlands. Once installed, the conveyors will have the 

Hunt...has exceeded the
project’s minority participation

goal of 20% by 8-10%.

capacity to sort roughly 416,000 
packages per hour.

The design of the expansion 
will match the existing steel framed 
structure with precast concrete 
exterior walls and concrete composite deck mezzanines. 
Twenty five acres of roof will cover nearly 1.1 million square 
feet of slab on grade concrete and 460,000-square-feet of 
mezzanine concrete.

Hunt built the existing facility located in Louisville, 
Kentucky, beginning in 1999. That project, referred to as 
The Hub 2000 project, was not only the largest project in 
UPS history, but at the time the largest square foot project 
in the United States. The original project was awarded to 
Hunt as a result of being the lowest bidder on the project. 
The success of the Hub 2000 project cemented not only 
business but personal friendships that resulted in very 
good working relations with the 
owner. This amiable relationship 
was not forgotten when it came 
time for UPS to select a contrac-
tor for the expansion and Hunt 
was selected to build the project 
under a negotiated contract. 
URS Corporation, based out of 
Columbus, Ohio, once again is 
the Architect allowing Hunt to 
further the positive relations 
with them that were developed 
on the original project. Nearly all 
the subcontractors are retreads, 

which speaks volumes for Hunt’s ability to manage a project 
of this scope.

Hunt is managing the project in association with 
Harmon Construction, Inc. and has exceeded the project’s 
minority participation goal of 20% by 8-10%.

In the initial stages of negotiations, Hunt realized 
the start date of the schedule could not be met unless the 
structural steel was ordered. Hunt recommended to the 
owner that they make arrangements to meet with the 
steel fabricator as soon as possible. Hunt, along with steel 
fabricator Ben Hur Steel Worx, LLC, visited Nucor-Yamato 

Steel Company in Blytheville, 
Arkansas. Through this 
necessary meeting, Hunt 
was given assurances from 
Nucor-Yamato that allowed 

Hunt to begin steel negotiations immediately for on-time 
fabrication, delivery and erection. Hunt has maintained that 
momentum through the current phase of construction.

Members of the Hunt team include: Kenneth 
Cecil, Resident Construction Manager; Pat Morrison, 
Project Engineering Manager; Ricki Robinson, General 
Superintendent; Barry Cash, MEP Coordinator; Kevin 
Sallee, Electrical Coordinator; Kelly Smith, Project 
Engineer; Brandon Kiser, Assistant Project Engineer; 
Pat Pierce, MEP Superintendent; Sam Burns, Structural 
Superintendent; Jim Bealmear, Safety/Security Manager 
and Robin Shepard, Project Accountant.
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HOSPITALITY

Pueblo of Isleta Hotel & 
Convention Center Right on Track
Albuquerque welcomes construction of its second four-star hotel

Hunt/Bradbury Stamm is currently serving as 
the Construction Manager at Risk for the Pueblo of 
Isleta Hotel & Convention Center, which is set to open 
in July 2008 for guests. The property is just south 
of Albuquerque, New Mexico, next to an existing 
operational casino. The Isleta Hotel and Convention 
Center will be the second hotel in Albuquerque with a 
four-star rating. 

Hunt teamed with local contractor Bradbury 
Stamm on this project. Hunt recently joint ventured 
with Bradbury Stamm Construction for the construc-
tion of the Santa Ana Star Center in New Mexico and Hunt 
continued this relationship on the Isleta Hotel project. 
Hunt/Bradbury Stamm competed against national and local 
contractors for the project and was awarded the contract on 
a value-based selection.

The 202-room, 300,000-square-foot, six-story post 
tensioned concrete hotel; 20,000-square-foot meeting 
and ballroom space; and  spa is owned by the Pueblo of 
Isleta Tribe with construction management services being 
provided by Parsons 3/DI. Minneapolis, Minnesota-based 
Cuningham Group is providing design services on the 
project, which began construction in November 2006. 

A unique design feature of the hotel is the configuration 
of the main entrance, lobby and registration desk. These 
will be housed within a glass atrium that is constructed 
with a slanted 94 foot tall curtain wall system on two sides 
and inverted sloped walls on the interior that feature a 
waterfall dropping from the third floor behind the main 
registration desk. 

To date, the project has not been without its obstacles. 
At the start Hunt/Bradbury Stamm was unable to find a 
local subcontractor capable of furnishing and installing the 
structural steel for a project of this size. Additionally, no 
national subcontractors would provide a quote to install the 
steel. Hunt/Bradbury Stamm overcame this by breaking the 
package into various supply and install packages. 

An additional obstacle was encountered with issuance 
of the utility design. It included sanitary sewer lines that 
were over 35 feet deep that would have required extensive 
shoring and removal of existing finished work on the site. 
Hunt/Bradbury Stamm worked with the subcontractors 

on an alternate design using a lift station. Once this was 
approved, it not only accelerated the schedule, but saved the 
owner a considerable amount of money.

The relationship between Hunt/Bradbury and the rest 
of the project team is excellent. “The owner has been very 
decisive and great to work with,” noted Dennis Sexauer, 
Contract Manager with Hunt. 	

The hotel tower topped out on August 30, which 
meets the schedule milestone for the concrete tower. The 
Hunt/Bradbury Stamm team is on track for a May 1, 2008 
substantial completion date. Rodney Ferguson, General 
Manager for Isleta Hotel and Casino, states,“The completion 
of the concrete tower on schedule by the Hunt/Bradbury 
Stamm team just proves that we made the correct selection 
for our Contractor.”

The project team has worked very hard to keep the 
project moving forward and achieve an extremely challeng-
ing schedule. The entire Hunt team has “hit-the-road” to 
build this project. This means everyone has either relocated 
or is commuting to make this project work. As stated by 
Ron Wildermuth, Vice President with Hunt, “Our on-site 
team has established a true, cooperative working relation-
ship that can be seen in real, tangible results.” 

Members of the Hunt team include: Ron Wildermuth, 
Vice President; Dennis Sexauer, Contract Manager; Scott 
Owens, Construction Manager; Mike Shelstad, Project 
Manager; Chuck Staley, Senior Project Engineer; Stan 
Horton, MEP Coordinator; Cliff Toliver, Project Engineer; 
Craig Hanson, Area Superintendent; Kevin Vannier, Safety 
Engineer; Linda Serna, Office Manager and Jan Sunbury, 
Project Accountant.
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HIGHER EDUCATION

First Milestone Reached on 
University of Pittsburgh Project
Medical Research Building marks third project with University

Since breaking ground in May 2006, Hunt has success-
fully completed its first contractually scheduled milestone 
for this $95 million project. The 800-car design-build staff 
garage has been completed one year ahead of the research 
tower to relieve the constrained construction worker 
parking on the campus, which has four projects running 
simultaneously.

The research tower is scheduled for completion in July 
2008, which Hunt is on track to accomplish. The project 
was designed by Astorino and features 11 levels - two are 
penthouse levels and seven floors will be dedicated to 
pediatric medical research. When completed, the facility 
will house a total of 330,000 square feet that includes 30,000 
square feet of vivarium space, Level II and III biological 
suites, and an MRI suite. All service utilities will be pro-
vided by the campus central plant.

As with any large construction project, obstacles and 
challenges arise along the way. Early on in the project, steel 
design changes were made. Hunt successfully incorporated 
these changes and continues to work with the owner to 
accommodate program needs that are changing as staff 
and technology evolves. Other challenges have included the 
restriction of work hours imposed due to the surrounding 
residential neighborhoods. The project is so close to the 
street curb lines that the temporary brick hoist had to be 
erected inside the building’s elevator shaft. Additionally, 
the fact that there are several hundred projects ongoing 
throughout the medical campus requiring shared access 
and coordination with other contracts means careful 
planning is needed.

The University is committed to having this project 
become a LEED Silver category certified project. They have 

registered the project with the U.S. Green Building 
Council while construction is underway. Hunt is 
dedicated to working with the owner to ensure that 
the Silver level status is achieved. Hunt has included 
LEED requirements in subcontractors’ contracts, 
and has scheduled meetings with the subcontractors 
to review the implementation of the goals. 

Randy Ket, Vice President of Hunt, com-
mented, “The entire project team is pulling hard to 
bring the project together. This is our third contract 
with the University of Pittsburgh and we continu-
ally strive for excellence in order to sustain our 
good working relationship.”
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SPORTS & MULTI-
PURPOSE VENUES

Ground Breaks on Stadium 
Improvements for Kansas City Royals
Kauffman Stadium Expansion & Renovation project takes its first step

April 10, 1973 marked the beginning of a long and 
exciting journey for the Kansas City Royals. With the 
tossing of the first pitch in Kauffman Stadium, known then 
as Royals Stadium, Paul Splittorff welcomed in a new era in 
baseball stadiums.

October 3, 2007 marked another milestone for the 
Royals as Splittorff returned to Kauffman Stadium to wel-
come in a new age in Royals baseball. With the throwing of 
another ceremonial pitch, the $250 million renovation to 
Kauffman Stadium was officially underway.

Splittorff joined Royals owner Davis Glass and Hall 
of Famer George Brett, along with representatives of 
Jackson County, the Jackson County Sports Authority, 
Hunt Construction Group, Walton Construction and HOK 
Sports in celebrating the momentous event.

Also in attendance were leaders from Hunt 
Construction Group, civic leaders, Royals associates, 
the Royal Lancers booster group and a couple thousand 
season-ticket holders.

When completed in 2009, the renovated Kauffman 
Stadium will feature all the cutting-edge amenities of 
modern-day stadiums including wider concourses, 
expanded concessions, expanded restroom facilities, one-

of-a-kind scoreboard, expanded Dugout, Crown seating and 
expanded entryways to the field level concourse.

The new scoreboard will no doubt grab a good deal of 
attention as it will mark the largest high definition LED 
video display in the world. Nearly twice as large as the 
current scoreboard, Daktronics, Inc. will be installing the 
105-foot high by 85-foot wide state-of-the-art scoreboard. 
The new scoreboard will be topped by a signature four-point 
gold Royals crown. The current scoreboard crown will be 
placed into the new Royals Hall of Fame at the stadium.

The updated Kauffman Stadium is set to bring a 
stadium that set standards back in 1973 into the future 
with features that will, once again, bring some firsts to the 
industry. Ken Johnson, Vice President with Hunt, said it 
well when he opened the event in stating, “Every Journey 
starts with a single step and every construction project 
starts with the turn of a single shovel of dirt. Today we take 
the first step in our 24 month journey and turn the shovel to 
transform Kauffman Stadium. Hunt Construction Group is 
excited to be part of welcoming the Kansas City Royals into 
a new era of baseball for the franchise, its fans and the city 
of Kansas City.
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LOOKING AHEAD Midwest Division
Ameristar Casino Expansion

This $100 million casino expansion and renovation will 
add 60,000 square feet of casino space as well as a 1,000 car 
parking garage. Modifications to the vessel will include the 
addition of 38,500 square feet of gaming space, an elaborate 
central bar, two additional bars, a deli and an upscale Star 
Club VIP lounge. Construction is scheduled to complete in 
June 2009.

New Pittsburgh Penguins Arena
Hunt, in a Joint Venture with P.J. Dick, Inc., has 

been awarded the $210 million future home of the NHL’s 
Pittsburgh Penguins. The multi-purpose facility will have 
18,500 seats with construction set to begin in the summer 
of 2008. Completion is scheduled for summer 2010.

Sedgwick County Arena
Hunt, in a local partnership with Dondlinger and Sons 

Construction, Inc., has been awarded the $138 million 
lump sum bid Sedgwick County Arena project. The 15,000 
seat multi-purpose facility will feature 430,000 square 
feet of space on three levels. The facility will serve as the 
future home of CHL’s Wichita Thunder. Preconstruction is 
underway with construction set to begin in November and 
completion set for December 2009.

Southwest Airlines – PHL Hammerhead
This $45 million project will include a 42,000-

square-foot concourse extension with seven new gates. 
Preconstruction is in progress with construction scheduled 
to start in January 2008. Construction completion is 
scheduled for July 2009.

Yale University School of Management
With a projected budget of $108 million, the new 

facility will feature 230,000 square feet of space with 
cutting edge classroom designs and smaller seminar rooms 
to encourage and enhance collaborative group work. A 
200-space parking structure will also be constructed. 
Construction completion is scheduled for fall 2011.

West Division
The Waveyard

The Waveyard will include a four-star, 400-room 
resort hotel, conference center, resort villas, residential 
condominiums, spa and wellness center, indoor water park, 
surfing wave pool, white water rafting rapids, paddle sports, 
wakeboarding park, climbing center, scuba shack and dive 
experience, snorkeling park, entertainment retail village, 
office space, themed restaurants, outdoor amphitheater 
and event spaces. Construction is scheduled to proceed in 
mid-2008 with an estimated completion in October 2010.

CityScape Development
Hunt has been awarded the $300+ million combination 

hotel and residential building and office tower.  Additional 
components will include a retail structure and five-level 
underground parking garage.  Construction is underway 
with an estimated 36 month schedule.

South Division
University of Texas of the Permian                     
Basin Wagner Noël Performing Arts Center

With a projected budget of $52 million, this 2,000 
seat, two-balcony theater will house a multi-use recital 
hall, performer support sales and music academic spaces. 
Construction is scheduled to begin this December with 
completion scheduled for May 2010. This is Hunt’s second 
project with the University of Texas System.


